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UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD

COMMITTEE ON PROCUREMENT OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT

AUTHORITY

\

This report reflects the major activities of the Committee on Procurement
of Foreign Publications for the Fiscal Year 1962 as authorized and directed
by DCID 2/5 date.\ad 26 June 1959.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

A. Resignation of Chairman. After 9 years of effective activity in pro-
curement and related macters, NN Chairman of PROCIB,
resigned from CIA to enter private industry. The Committee unanimously
adopted a resolution recording ite gratitude to B fc: his dedicated
leadership, and & suitably hand-lettered copy of the resolution was presented
to him. :

B. MNew Participants. The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) became a
full PROCIE member, and the Departments of Health, Education and Welfare
(HEW) and Commerce (OTS) became participating members. The full scope
of DIA’s role in this field has not yet evolved within its new organization.

C. The Publications Procurement Program. The operation of the entire
Publications Procurement Program has been cavefully reviewad during the
past year. Little fault has beer found with the activities of the Regional
Publications Procurement Officers. In fact, the work of two of them has been
commended by PROCIB during the year. However, the work of the ad hoc
PPOs is of very uneven quality; some are good, while others do not raeet
desirable standards. Virtually all of the ad hoc PPOs axe overworked on
their regular daily assignments, the PPO Tunction being an added duty in
which many of them have litile or no interess, and to which they give very
little time. Few of them spend much time visitng local bocketores, an
absolute essential for effective performance. In any event, this function
assumes low priority in their work. Possible means of improving this
gituation are under consideration.

Other serious problems in the Publications Procurement field are
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D. Reports on Individual Agency Procurement Programs. In line with
the stated objectives of PROCIB, several member agency procurement pro-
grams were deacribed and discussed. The most detailed presentation, that

¢ by the Army (cf. PROCIB-D-51), reported cooperation between Publications
Procurement Officers and attaches in the field, reaffirmed the inadequacy
of military publication procurement from the Sino-Soviet bloc, and among
others, mentioned that a publication procurement coordinator is being
established at USAREUR.

The Air Force reported on its EURATIC collection and abstracting
program, and its coordination with appropriate USIB Committees. PROCIB
was also briefed on the procurement activities of the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare,and the Office of Technical Services, Deparunent
of Commerce.

One fact noted in these briefings was that greater coordination between
the Publication Procurement Officers and the Service Attaches would be
desirable and should be sought at all posts. Several examples of un-
coordinated and competing procurement were noted and coxrected during
the year.

E. General Availability of Foreign Publications

1. USSR

The volume of books and monographs received in FY 1961,
roughiy 17, 000 titles totalling 51, 000 copies, has been maintained
during FY 1962. The total pumber of Soviet newspaper and
periodical titles received and processed increased from 1, 300 to
1,600. Five important military periodicals listed as available
for export, however, were denied for subscription by Soyuz&hatj,,,
the USSR press distribution agency. A “Want List! of 14 Soviet
political, ecoromic and technological jourrals was submittad to
the Office of Technical Services, Department of Commerce, to
be made available to certain U.S. business companies which
maintain exchange agreements with technical organizations in
the USSR for possible acquisitior action. No results have yet
been received from these scurces. A "Want List™ of critically
needed USSR serial titles was al2o distributed to 21l USIB and
certain non~USIB field collectors.

e
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2. Communist China 25X1A5a1

The acquisition of books and monographs published in Com-
munist China remains critically poor.

25X1A5a1

The scientific and technical libraries in Stockholm, Helsinki
and Copenhagen, under an exchange program called the Scandia
Plan, have maintained a cooperative exchange of publications with
the National Library of Peking and the Academia Sinica. Micro-
film copies of Chinese Communist scientific and technical
journals received by the Scandia participants are available o
PROCIE members. 25X1X7

The Publications Procurement Officers at Hong Kong, Moscow,
Tokyo and Berlin, in that order, continued to make effective con-
tributions to the Chicom program.

25X1X7

The Publications Procurement Officer at London has reported
that the Department of Science and Industrial Research in London,
whose receipts of Chinese Communist publications were drastically
reduced in 1959 and 1960, now receives some 20 periodical titles.
Efforts are being made to obtain those titles not available in
Washington.
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Several programs have been implemented to develop and
maintain closer ties with the U.S, academic world.

25X1A5a1
Summary of Procurement of Chinese Communist Serial Publications
No. of Obtained Obtained by Percent via

Date Journals Overily Covert Channels Covert Channels
1 July 1959 357 344 31 8.2
1 July 1960 277 71 106 38.2
1 July 1961 74 67 7 9.4
1 June 1962 104 8¢ 24 23.0

No. of Obtained " Obtained h;- o "~ Percentvia’ "
Date Newspapers Overtly Covert Channels Covert Channels
1 July 1959 68 20 48 '70.5
1 July 1960 57 8 49 86.0
1 July 1961 11 7 4 35.3
1 June 1962 19 18 4 21.0

3. Cuba

Under the Fiscal Year 1961 agreement, member agencies
continued to pool their resources on Cuban publications through
the CIA Library. Where insufficient original copies of a given
publication are cbtained to satisfy community needs, CIA Library
films the short-supply items arnd distributes copies to meet the
demand. In Fiscal Year 1962, a total of 218, 832 pages have
been reporduced and distvibuted in this manner for USIB and non-
USIB agencies at an approximate cost of $15, 000. Meanwhile,
Acquisitions Branch, CIA Library has been developing a direct
approach to Cuban sources. This project was temporarily
impeded by the Marchk 1962 ban on US-Cubaa postal money order
exchanges. Alternative methods of payment are being explored
and, after establishing the reliability of a method, CIA Library
will inform member agencies on procedures and costs involved
80 that direct procurement may be utilized to replace the current
costly and insufficiently reliable pooling system.

ONI was formally commended by PROCIB for Navy assistance

in obtain Cuban lications.
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4. _Germa_nl

The political situation in Berlin has had a serious effect
on the procurement of East German and Sino-Soviet bloc
publications through East Berlin bookstores. Subscriptions
placed in East Berlin beokstores are no longer delivered to
outlets in West Berlin, and consequently it was necessary
for the Regional Publications Procurement Officer (RPO),
Berlin to visit East Berlin twice weekly to pick up these sub-
gcriptions and book ordexrs. The RPO, in order to avoid
showing her diplomatic passport, now crosses the Berlin
border by train, accompanied by a male Mission officer for
protection. A U.S. Mission car, driven by military personnel
and carrying an Army officer, then meets her in the East
Sector, transports her to the various bookstores, and delivers
the material purchased to the Mission in West Berlin, to which
the RPO again returns by train. East Berlin publications pro-
curement continues today under these trying conditions. In
order to overcome some of this procurement difficulty, and

to be prepared in case of denial of access, alternate sources
25X1X1 ere

- surveyed and subscriptions placed at these posts.

5. North Korea, North Vietnam and Quter Mongolia

Procurement from North Korea, North Viemam and
Outer Mongolia was stable, with 63 titles received from
North Korea, 23 titles from North Vietnam, and 5 titles
from Outer Mongolia as compared to last year'’s receipts:
61, 20 and 7 respectively. The procurement of monographic
publications from these countries remained poor. The lack
of one or several focal points where North Korean, North
Vietnamese and Outer Mongolian monographic publications
are available has made their acquisition difficult. This
difficulty may be due to a thialy spread pattern of distri-
bution on the part of the respective publishers concerned.

It is suspected, however, that announcements of publications
are sometimes made for propaganda purposes but that the
publications are never produced. Inability to procure such
titles is not a true reflection of the effectiveness of the
acquisitions program. The principal subscription points
for serials are Moscow, Berlin, Prague and Paris, with
varying degree of success. Insurance subscriptions are

A usually placed also with deslers in Hong Kong and Tokyo.
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Zuoy publicazicg receipts from African poste Doses

™

inaing problem throushout the period under review. espe:is’]
with reyard to the formar French territories:. Numerons
imstructions and orders have been seat to Posts duxing e

Vesr, e.g., Leopold:ille, Brazzaville, Dakar, Lome,

@
poe
tesl

¢

Ciriakry,

Abidian. Yaounde, Lagos, Nairobi, Kampala, Tunis, aod
{sasablance. The grostest difficulty. however. heg devel syeaed
at Leopoldville. Of 74 titles requested, only cne was beijy
veceived and that bas now ceased, probably as a resuit of e
detention by the gove wment of {ss aditor-in-chief, The
principal major prob 2m ar most posts in understaffing. The
Embessy at Laopoldville, for exsmple, works z geven-du
weaek., Ancther facto: st thar post, and pethaps at athers i3

the ‘ncomparence of xal keip.

7. Pree World

1S il A b 2 g %

fiblication recoiste from the Free Worid remsined
corsiant, Kew posts n this area. particularly London, Parig,
Calro, New Delhi, T kyo, togather with military coromerds
arcungd the world. cotinned provide snecial susport to the

collaction of Sino-S0+ et hloc publications.

f. Gravhics Procuremen:. Publications Procurement. Dificecs procured
over 3, 600 paotographs Tor the 1A Graphics Register fxom overscas come
mexcial phots publishers., In widition, the Graphics Regigter selzoted and
accessioned for USIR requirements approximately 11, 000 protogr s -hs from
open source sublications acouired through the publications Lrosursmant

progrem.

. Fublications Procuvemest Officer Activities. In recognition of ker

o R S e e, 50

17 years of outaranding service as the Regional Publicatione Frocn ~ement
Offizer in Berlin, Mrs, Zawad-:i was officially commended by PROCIS cn
the aceasion of her retivement, effective 31 May 1962, Mr. Paul 2. Srnith,
F31-4. was also formally cominended by the Committee for his = eelier:
wors &5 Publicaiions Procurement Officesr at the American Bmbascy, Moscow

frora 25 April 1959 ¢o 2 Tualy 1941,

The Regional Publicarions Frocurement Officer, Moscow surv ryed sube-
tication: procurement acrivigies at Audanest, Bucharest and Sofia, and

bromoted publications procurarent programs at these posts.

In zddivion,

the RPO's travel plens for calevday veer 1962 included 14 trip3 wihin the
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JSSR to 19 cities in order to survey the major provincial publishing
senters. The Regional Publicaticas Procurement Officer, Cgire ciihe
pleted five extznsive regional survey trips to the Arsabic Peninsula,
Cyprus, Greece, Iraq, jordan, L.ebano, Libya, Morocco, Syria,
Sudan, Tunisis, and Turkey. 41l survey trips again resuited in sy~
stantial gains {0 the overall pubiications procurement program in {18
area.

The Fublications Procurem.mt Officer, Hong Kong suxveyed the
avaiiability of Chicom publicati~ns in Bangkok, Phunom Penh and Raugoon.

H. Field Trips. The CIA Library Acquisitions Branch sent tne
following members of its staff on temporary duty and travel to improve
coliection and study procuremest problems in their respective areag of
vesponsibility: the Latin American, the Westerr European and the Hast
Xuropean Area Coordinators.

1. Use of Foreign Currencies Available undex Public Law 48(. The
Library of Congress appropriation bill for 1962 (Public Law 89-130)
micluded $400, 000 to finance programs in India, Pakistan and the United
Arab Republic. pursuant to P.L.. 480. Of chis appropriation, $363, 500
ig available for the purchase of foreign curvencies in these countrizs.
Current publications are being :cquired in these countries and distributed
/0 12 U, S, libraries and research ceaters. The PROCIB Chairman. as
well as other 1J.5. Government represeniatives, serve on an Advisory
C‘ommittes to she Librarian of s.ongress on this program.

3. Proposal to Reorganize 1JSIB Committee Structure, PROCIE com-
mented o1 the draft of & DCI Ceordination Staff study proposing reorgenization
of the USI3 Committee structur= in general and that PROCIB, amiong othexs,
Le dropped as a USIE committee. The majority of PROCIB members statzd
<t was fairly unmaterial whether PROCIB continued ag a USIB commiiitee,
a3 long an it coutinued as a formalized group to serve as a forum for ideas
and exchenge of information on publications procurement. Whatever the
inal resclution on the basic study, it is planned to continue the functions
«f this Committee under CIA leadership.

MAJOR PitOBLEMS

A. Siate Depatiment Budget Problems. The year 1962 saw aevere
iadget cus and retrenchments in the State Department, resuiting ic
actions waiich irnpaired the effective pursuit of foreign publications pro-
curement on behalf of the U,S. Government. The following are but a few
of the more immportant actions:
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1. The position of a2 Regional Publications Procurement Officer

for iL.atin America was not filled in spite of strong PROCIB endorse-
25X1A12a wer:-

2. The limitation on travel funds hss postponed the PROCIB-
approved biennial Publicarions Procurement Officers Conference,
which was to have taken place overseas;

3. The proposal from U.S. Mission Berlin to consolidate the
RPC position with that of the Berlin Document Center Director at a
relatively junior grade, as well as to eliminate the RPO's regional
responsibility, was sirongly opposed by the State Department, as
well as all PROCIB members, is quiescent at the moment; and

4. A Foreign Service Inspector raised the question of eliminating
either the Paris or the London Publicattion Procurement Officer
position. CIA rebutted this suggestion.

B. Procurement of Chinese Communist Publications. The embargo
placed on the export of publications by the Chinese Communists in October
1959 remains in effect today. This export ben continues to deny important
Chinese Mainland publications to U.S. intelligence as well as to research
programs of U.S. academic institutions and professional societies.
However, a slight thawing in the export ban is noted in the exchange field.
A number of U.S. universiti®és and some professional societies have
received exchange proposals from the National Library of Peking and the
Inaiitute of Scientific and Techaical Information of China, Acsdemia Sinica.
Publications offered on exchange by these institutions, with the exception
of half a dozen scientific titles, are those readily available in the open
market. All sources availabl: to PROCIB participating agencies, both
overt and covert, have been mobilized to overcome this export ban,

C. Cuban Procurement. PROCIB participating agencies are exerting
maximum pressure to secure as complete a coverage of Cuban publi.

cations as is possible despite restrictions currently in force.

D. South East Asia. The military and political situation developing
in South East Agia may well require the establishment of a Regional
Publications Procurement Officer position to cover this important ares.

E. Duplication in' Field Procurement. PROCIB is concerned with
_the problem of duplication in field procurement by official US. personael.
Though some duplication is necessary, every effort will be made to keep
S aware of the reasons for it and to eliminate unnacessary aspects.
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MAJOR OBJECTIVES

The Committee will:

A, Attempt to devise me ans for the improvement of the Publicztions
Procurement Program;

B. Continue to attack and coordinate sgpecial procurement problems,
using all channels available to the US Government;

3. Keep current on the availability of foreign publicaticas;

D. Hecommend to the State Department that biennial conferznces ok
Publications Procurement Officers be held regularly. with appropriate
represeniation from PROCIB membership;

E. Ensure as wide dissemination as possible of foreign publications;

F. Meet with collectors, both in the field and on their home leave;

(. Coordinate PROCIB ac:ivities with other USIB Committees as
appropriate; and

H. Receive regular reporis irom members concerning the scope of
their procurement programs, iacluding exchanges.
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